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But it was not long* before some of his followers perceived
the errors of his judgment. They saw that Gandhi had
greatly under-estimated the complex character of the prob-
lems with which he was faced in India, and that he was
vainly struggling to find an effective common grievance in
order to make his technique of " warfare1' applicable. In
1923, about three years after the inauguration of the non-
co-operation movement, the policy of entering the Legis-
lature was adopted by the Congress. The motive behind
the policy was, however, to obstruct the working of the
Reforms and to use the Legislatures for the Congress pro-
paganda. The obvious result of the policy was deadlocks
in the working of the Reforms. The futility of the non-
co-operation movement became evident to those who
observed in the spread of the movement the working of a
blind force. It created a quasi-religious mood among the
youth, under the impulse of which hundreds embraced
martyrdom and courted imprisonment. And when it was
resuscitated by the Civil Disobedience Movement, the
struggle became aggressive. It was then followed by reckless
persecution, which only begot a tense atmosphere and
widened the gulf between the Government and the people.
" Non-co-operation/' Gandhi avowed, " though a religious
and strictly moral movement, deliberately aims at the
overthrow of the Government/' The positive result of the
movement was just the opposite—it only made the Govern-
ment jealous of its power and prestige and conscious of the
need of strengthening its hold by some concessions to the
Indian propertied classes. As regards its repercussion on
socio-religious reforms, it may have stirred the surface film
of our society, but has not moved the depth where the evil
lies. With the advent of Gandhi in Indian public life the
social reformers had hoped for a real advance in the renova-
tion of the worn-out social structures ; but that was not to
be. " That such a precious treasure of power should be put
into the mean and frail vessel of our politics, allowing it to
sail across endless waves of angry recrimination, is terribly

